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Avance is a new age strategic research and 
consulting firm founded by Industry experts 

from diverse academic and Industry background. 
Avance leverages advanced technologies to 
provide actionable insights to power client’s 
businesses in real-time. Avance has an ecosystem 
where clients’ interests are aligned with the best-
in-class tailored solutions. 

Avance has executed assignments spanning large scale surveys 
in Healthcare, Agriculture, Livelihood, Education, Water and 
Sanitation, Rural Development Sector, Financial Inclusion, Air 
Pollution, Climate Change, FMCG, IT & ITes, Automobile, Retail, 

Fashion, Food & Beverages, Tourism etc.
The team behind the company’s success is a 

mix of experts, experienced Industry veterans 
and dynamic young professionals which 
makes a perfect combination of knowledge, 
experience, and cutting-edge technology. 

Avance has PAN INDIA Network and covered 
entire part of country successfully.

Avance Insights is a corporate member of MRSI and follows 
the MRSI code of conduct while conducting all its research 
projects. For more information about the company please visit 
www.avanceinsights.in.

The objective of  this research was to ar-
rive at a list of  top Pre-schools in Greater 
Mumbai. The study had three major mod-

ules i.e. Desk Research, Factual survey & Per-
ceptual rating survey.

MODULE 1 | DESK RESEARCH – GENERATING 
LIST OF PRE-SCHOOLS

Module 1 was a secondary research module. 
A comprehensive list of  Preschools

Was generated with the help of  internet, 
magazines and other publications. The various 
Sources used for generation of  Preschool list 
included: List of  Preschool from previous sur-
veys, Websites of  different educational portals.

The sample selection was done using purpo-
sive sampling method though the sample It was 
spread out geographically to get better repre-
sentation.

The geography of  the entire Greater Mumbai 
was divided into 13 zones as follows for the bet-
ter understanding of  school’s rank by overall 
and zone.
A. Mahim to Cuffe Parade 
B. Sion to Fort
C. Bandra West to Santa Cruz West
D. Juhu to Andheri West
E. Jogeshwari to Dahisar
F. Mira Road and surroundings  
G. Bandra East, Andheri East & Powai 
H. Kurla, Chembur to Ghatkopar
I. Vikhroli to Mulund
J. Thane and surroundings
K. Dombivali and surroundings
L. Nerul, Sanpada, Vashi, Kharghar
M. Airoli to Khoparkhaine

As it is not possible to get a completely ex-
haustive list of  schools and include them in the 
survey, we had an option of  adding any new 
Preschool name in the survey form if  any re-

spondent mentioned any Preschool name out-
side our list. Effectively, every Preschool had a 
chance of  getting covered in the survey if  their 
name was mentioned by the respondents.

MODULE 2 | FACTUAL SURVEY
More than 300 schools were sent factual ques-

tionnaires to fi ll request via emails and then 
rigorously followed up through telephone.

The factual data sheet focuses on the follow-
ing information areas:
 General information of  the school: Estab-

lishment, Affi liation etc.
 Infrastructure & facilities 
� Sports facilities in the school
� Cultural/extra-curricular facilities 

      in the school
� Medical facilities in the school

 Teachers
 Innovative Teaching
 Parental Involvement
 Awards

MODULE 3 | PERCEPTUAL SURVEY
A perception questionnaire was adminis-

tered to respondents. Respondents were asked 
to give rating for only those schools which they 
were aware of  and had included them in their 
list of  top schools in their zone. Respondents 
were asked to evaluate the schools & rate on 
a scale of  1-10 where 1 means poor & 10 means 
excellent. The list of  parameters covered in the 
survey was arrived at based on past surveys as 
well as discussions with experts from the in-
dustry experts and teachers etc. 

MODULE 4 & 5 | ANALYSIS & FINAL RANKING OF 
PRE-SCHOOL

In this module, importance weightages were 
calculated using regression model for each of  

the parameters leading to analysis of  both fac-
tual index & perceptual index scores. Further 
analyses were done to arrive at the fi nal score 
for each of  the pre-schools. The overall index 
score for a pre-school was arrived at by equal 
weightage to their perceptual and factual score. 
Based on the performance on the overall index 
score, fi nal ranking were drawn in respective 
categories. Pre-schools which did not partici-
pate in the factual survey were assigned an av-
erage factual score. 

CAVEATS/ASSUMPTIONS:
 Best efforts were made to reach every pre-

school in Greater Mumbai; however, any 
pre-school that did not send complete “Fact-
Sheet” within the allotted time was assigned 
an average Factual score for calculating 
their overall ranking

 If  the GAP between pre-schools is found very 
low, schools are awarded same rank

 Any pre-school which expressly stated that 
it did not wish to participate in the survey 
was excluded from the survey 

 Relatively new pre-schools are analyzed sep-
arately and considered as emerging schools

 Pre-schools with very low mention base in 
perceptual survey were excluded

 The pre-schools, who have shared their 
factual questionnaire, were asked to give 
self-attestation and authentication of  the in-
formation.

 The top 3 preschools within categories may 
be felicitated on separate event at “The 
Times Education Icons 2025”.

 The represented rankings are based on 
shared information. Avance Insights un-
dertook reasonable measures to get com-
plete and accurate information. However, 
any lapse or concealment of  information or 
any part thereof  that would have impacted 
results in any way is beyond the control of  
Avance Insights. Hence, we assume no re-
sponsibility towards the said.

About Avance Insights Pvt Ltd (Avance Insights)

In a world where the foundation of  
a child’s early years shapes their 
future, Happy Minds International 

(HMI) stands out as one of  the pioneers, 
nurturing young minds with care, 
transparency, and a personalized ap-
proach.

Leaving your child in someone else’s 
care is a leap of  faith. For over 12 years, 
Happy Minds International has been 
one of  the trusted choice for parents, 
transforming this journey into a de-
lightful and enriching experience. With 
its innovative curriculum, empathetic 
environment, and highest standards of  
hygiene and safety, HMI is consistently 
recognized as one of  the top preschools 
and childcare centres in India.

A Legacy of Merit and Expansion
This year, Happy Minds Interna-

tional reached another signifi cant 
milestone by opening a new branch in 
Thane, further expanding its presence 
in Powai, Mulund, Bhandup, Andheri, 
and Chandivali. Each centre refl ects 
HMI’s commitment to reaching more 
families while upholding the high stan-
dards that have earned it numerous 
awards for distinction in preschool ed-
ucation and childcare.

What Makes Happy Minds International 
Unique?

HMI redefi nes early education by 
focusing on the holistic development 
of  every child—mentally, physically, 
emotionally, and socially. Here’s what 
makes it stand apart:
 Care and Personalization: With a 

low adult-child ratio, HMI ensures 
personalized attention, fostering the 

unique potential of  every child.
 Transparency Like No Other: As 

one of  the few centres offering live 
CCTV access, parents can witness 
their child’s daily activities and 
progress in real time.

 International-Standard Curric-
ulum: Member of  NAEYC curricu-
lum emphasizes creativity, critical 
thinking, and life skills, along with 
academic learning.

 Empathetic and Well-Trained 
Staff: A dedicated team of  compas-
sionate educators ensures that each 
child feels supported and nur-
tured.

 Highest Standards of  
Hygiene and Safety:
With child-safe campus-
es and healthy, balanced 
meals prepared in-house, 
HMI provides an environ-
ment that supports holistic 
growth.

 Award-Winning Practices: Recog-
nized year after year for innovative 
pedagogy, hygienic infrastructure, 

safety, and parental involvement, 
HMI aspires to lead the industry.

More Than a Preschool
Happy Minds International is not 

just a preschool or childcare facility—it 
is a partner in your child’s growth. By 
fostering care, empathy, and strong par-
ent-school engagement, HMI creates a 
home away from home where children 
thrive. Its open-door policy ensures ac-
tive parental involvement, strengthening 
the bond between families and the school.

With every step, Happy Minds Inter-
national reaffi rms its values of  person-
alization, transparency, and holistic 
development, preparing children for a 
bright and promising future.

Join the Happy Minds Family
Experience the difference 

with Happy Minds Interna-
tional, where every day is an 
opportunity for your child to 
learn, grow, and shine.

For further details, contact:
Happy Minds International 

your trusted partner in
Preschool & Childcare

9920402940
info@thehappyminds.com

The world of  education is undergo-
ing a transformative shift, mov-
ing towards more dynamic, stu-

dent-centered approaches. At Finland 
International School, Thane, this vision 
is brought to life by integrating innova-
tive teaching methods like competen-
cy-based learning, phenomenon-based 
learning, experiential learning, and 
the development of  transversal skills. 
Together, these approaches are shaping 
learners into critical thinkers, innova-
tors, and problem solvers, equipped to 
meet the demands of  the 21st century.

Competency-based learning focuses 
on ensuring students master specif-
ic skills and knowledge areas at their 
own pace. Unlike traditional education 
models that prioritize time-based pro-
gression, competency-based learning 
emphasizes personalized learning jour-
neys. This approach ensures that stu-
dents build a strong foundation before 
advancing, promoting deeper under-
standing and long-term retention.

Phenomenon-based learning encour-
ages students to explore real-world 
phenomena through interdisciplinary 
study. Students investigate complex 
topics like climate change or urbaniza-
tion, integrating multiple disciplines 
to fi nd holistic solutions. This method 
nurtures curiosity and helps students 
see the interconnectedness of  knowl-
edge, making learning more relevant 
and impactful. Phenomenon-based 
learning drives curiosity by connecting 
lessons to real-world challenges.

Experiential Learning is rooted in 
the idea that direct experiences and re-
fl ection enhance understanding. By en-
gaging in hands-on activities, students 
apply theoretical concepts in practical 

contexts, fostering critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills.

Field trips, internships, simulations, 
and project-based activities are quint-
essential to experiential learning. This 
approach not only deepens learning but 
also develops a sense of  ownership and 
real-world applicability.

At the core of  these modern learning 
methods is the development of  transver-
sal skills—competencies that are trans-
ferable across various domains and 

essential for lifelong learning. These in-
clude critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration, creativity, adaptability, 
and digital literacy. By integrating 
transversal skills into the curriculum, 
students are better prepared to navigate 
an ever-changing world. 

As the school embraces these inno-
vative methodologies, the role of  educa-
tors also evolves—from knowledge dis-
pensers to facilitators of  learning. They 
guide students in navigating complex 
problems, encourage exploration, and 
create environments where creativity 
and critical thinking thrive.

By integrating competency-based 
learning, phenomenon-based learning, 
experiential learning, and transversal 
skills, education systems can equip stu-
dents with the tools they need to succeed 
in an increasingly complex and inter-
connected world. This holistic approach 
not only prepares learners for academic 
and professional success but also em-
powers them to become proactive, life-
long learners and change-makers.

For Admissions, contact: 
8496060000, 7848224843, www.fi sthane.in

In a rapidly changing world, where the 
dynamics of  professional environments 
constantly evolve, GS Shetty Interna-

tional School (GSSIS) in Bhandup (West) 
has emerged as one of  the trailblazers, 
bridging the gap between traditional edu-
cation and future-ready skills. 

The elementary years 
are crucial and the pre-
school curriculum is 
thoughtfully designed to 
nurture multiple intelli-
gences through engaging 
and creative activities. 
With a strong emphasis 
on building communica-
tion skills and personality 
the school lays the foundation 
for interpersonal and intraper-
sonal growth. The school’s explora-
tion-based learning program encourages 
children to learn through inquiry and 
curiosity, fostering a natural love for dis-
covery. 

Niyati Mudliar - Innovation and Re-
search head remarked, “When students 
are aware of  their potential and learn to 
bridge the existing gap between formal 
classroom education and the real world, 
it would drastically change their perspec-
tives about life and how to navigate to the 
shore of  success.” This philosophy under-
scores the school’s transformation from 

being known for its scho-
lastic achievements to 
becoming a fully-fl edged 
future ready school. Its 
innovative programs 
like the 10X Program, 
developed by a panel of  
alumni from IITs and 
IIMs focuses on critical 
career skills and have 
only enriched their edu-
cational model.

The school’s commit-
ment to innovation and 

collaboration is evident 
in its partnerships with es-

teemed institutions like IIT 
Mumbai’s E-Yantra department, 

through which a state-of-the-art robotics 
lab has been established. This lab empow-
ers students with hands-on experience in 
robotics and artifi cial intelligence, foster-
ing creativity and problem-solving skills. 

Niyati Mudliar emphasized, “True ed-
ucation is when the education imparted 
blossoms the child into a good human be-
ing possessing attributes of  good moral 
character, honesty, integrity, and mutual 
respect for all. We inculcate these values 
in our students and it’s part of  our educa-
tional philosophy.” 

Early childhood Education practices at New Horizon 
Scholars School, Rodas (NHSSR), and New Horizon 
International School, Rodas (NHISR), are deeply 

infl uenced by the guiding principles of  Hon’ble Founder 
Trustees Subir Kumar Banerjee and Suvra Banerjee. 
NHSSR and NHISR serve as the bedrock for nurturing the 
seeds of  dreams in young, budding minds, opening diverse 
avenues that transform these  dreams into aspirations and 
achievements.Their play-based learning approach focuses 
on physical, cognitive, language, social, and emotional 
development. It emphasizes on  cultural competence, 
ensuring diversity, equity, and inclusion.

 Early education at NHSSR and NHISR impacts brain 
development, shaping lifelong learning, health, and 
behavior through emotional regulation and positive social 
interactions. Leveraging advanced digital tools and STEAM-
based curricula, they transform abstract concepts into 
engaging, hands-on learning experiences. Play becomes a 
powerful educational tool, blending fun with exploration 
under the guidance of  skilled educators. 

Experiential learning at NHISR, including projects, 
workshops, and fi eld trips, fosters curiosity and creativity. 
Outdoor play areas promote physical and nature-based 
learning, while social-emotional Learning programs help 
children manage emotions, develop empathy, and build 

meaningful relationships. NHSSR’s Inclusive Education 
Program caters to diverse learning needs, including special 
education requirements, and celebrates cultural diversity. 
Both schools also promote eco-consciousness teaching 
sustainability through hands-on lessons on recycling and 
water conservation. Immersion programs, inquiry based 
learning, regular parent teacher interaction, state – of  - 
the- art infrastructure collectively foster comprehensive  
development in young learners. 

Under the auspices of  the New Horizon Education Society, 
NHSSR and NHISR shape compassionate, innovative leaders 
by combining academic excellence with emotional resilience 
and social responsibility. Its holistic approach ensures 
students are well-prepared to navigate the challenges of  the 
future while contributing positively to society.

Discover the signature qualities and unparalleled impact 
on your child's all-round growth.

Contact For Admission AY 2025-26
New Horizon Scholars School (CBSE)

Ph No.: 8828029777 / 8976790333
Rodas, Hiranandani Estate, Thane

Email: nhssr.admission@newhorizonsms.com             
Website: www.nhssrodas.com

New Horizon International School (ICSE)
Ph No. 8454938777 / 7738865333

Rodas, Hiranandani Estate, Thane
Email: nhisr.admission@newhorizonsms.com

Website: www.nhisrodas.com

Happy Minds International: Where Care, Personalization, 
and Transparency Redefi ne Holistic Growth

GS Shetty International School: Aspiring
to pioneer Future-Ready Education

Early Wonders Interna-
tional Preschool is set-
ting a new standard in 

early education by fostering a 
learning environment where 
curiosity, creativity, STEM, 
the personality of  a child 
thrive. The school’s philoso-
phy ensures that children are 
equipped with essential life 
skills, blending modern peda-
gogical methods with cultural 
values to create well-rounded 
individuals.

The curriculum and the en-
vironment together provide 
a learning environment that 
is friendly, warm, and full of  
exploration making it condu-
cive to:

Building confident 
communicators 

Students are constantly 
being encouraged to have 
conversations by discussing 
their thoughts and feelings 
individually or in groups. 
Every day during circle time, 
students share and refl ect on 
their previous day, at story 
time sessions, they analyze 
and discuss concepts, at show 
and tell students present an 
object in class individually, 
and during combined activi-
ties they evaluate options, ne-
gotiate and reason before they 

draw conclusions.

Real-life 
hands-on 
experiences (STEM)

Beyond traditional aca-
demics, children as young as 
four engage in STEM activ-
ities that exercise scientifi c 
concepts and mathematics. 
Some examples are observing 
objects under the microscope 
or on a light table, connect-
ing wires, experimenting 
with batteries, mixing sub-
stances to observe reactions 
and constructing miniature 
projects like motorboats and 
table fans. These hands-on 
experiences ignite curiosity 
while teaching collaboration, 
problem-solving, and practi-
cal skills essential for future 
learning.

Building caring relationships
Children are taught to be 

warm, and caring and feel 
empathetic towards their 
peers.  Every day one student 

is chosen to greet 
all the other stu-
dents as they walk 
into their class-

room. Usage of  the fi ve golden 
words is constantly being set 
as an example by the teachers 
and students are encouraged 
to use them. 

Creative play and art
At Early Wonders, children 

indulge in structured play 
with rules, Sports that include 
basketball, football and yoga, 
and free play such as pretend 
play, movement with music, 
lego and pottery. Children 
also play with wooden robots 
that help develop pre-coding 
skills. They are encouraged 
to learn different Indian art 
forms. Make decisions as they 
take initiative in their learn-
ing and select which activities 
they would like to participate 
in. These moments teach 
them the balance between 
independence and responsi-
bility. 

Parent involvement
Early Wonders gives equal 

importance to the parent’s in-
volvement in their child’s de-
velopment. New parents and 
children are supported by the 
settling-in policy to comfort 
them. Early Wonders ensures 
that parents never miss out 
on their child’s milestones. 
Through regular updates via 
videos, newsletters, and per-
sonalized portfolios, parents 
remain active participants 
in their child’s learning jour-
ney. Monthly events and cel-
ebrations like science fairs, 
Ganpati celebrations and 
grandparents’ days provide 
cherished opportunities for 
families to engage with the 
school community.

Early Wonders Interna-
tional Preschool is not just 
a school it's a launchpad 
for limitless possibilities. 
By blending cultural tradi-
tions, modern technology, 
and hands-on exploration, 
the school empowers young 
learners to become indepen-
dent thinkers, compassion-
ate individuals, and future 
leaders. parents seeking a 
nuturing, forward-thinking, 
and inclusive educational en-
vironment for their children 
need to look no further than 
Early Wonders- a place where 
every child's potential is cele-
brated and dreams take fl ight. 

For more information, 
contact: 

Early Wonders 
International Preschool 

Call:9769663377

Early Wonders: A Launchpad for Curiosity, Confi dence, and Creativity

Namrata Goel, Founder, 
M.ED, Bath University, U. K

Planting Seeds for 21st Century Leaders: A Holistic Approach to Early 
Childhood Education at NHSSR and NHISR

Finland International School: The Synergy 
of Modern Learning Approaches

Research Methodology

Note: Present survey has been exclusively conducted by an independent Re-search Agency named Avance Insights Ltd. using stated methodol-
ogy for arriving at given rankings. The publication house and its affi li-ates/employees/authorized representatives/group companies are not 

responsi-ble/ liable for the said rankings. Readers are advised to take an informed deci-sion before acting upon the survey rankings.


